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Summary 

The purpose of this dissertation was to collect dispersed information and to discover new 

materials related to the person of Casimiro/Kazimierz Eiger, an art critic in Colombia, radio 

journalist and owner of the first private art galleries, who is practically unknown in Poland. Based 

on the research undertaken I have shown that those who regard Casimiro Eiger to be "the father of 

Colombian modern art" are right, and I have tried to restore his rightful status in the history of 

Colombian literature as a mentor and inspirer for poets and writers. My intention was also to find 

out what significance for Eiger’s artistic and organizational activity was the fact of his origin from 

Poland, from a Jewish family of art patrons and literature lovers. 

Casimiro Eiger did not leave a written work in book form, and therefore his achievements 

have been temporarily forgotten, but his achievements nowadays are being rediscovered. Interest in 

his critical texts is growing. In his texts he was one of the first to demand the preservation of the 

cultural heritage of Colombia, and thanks to his journalistic and exhibition work he became an 

intermediary between avant-garde artists and public. I believe that my research will help bring 

Casimiro Eiger's activity and its significance to the reader in Poland, while Colombian researchers 

will have an opportunity to understand the impact that formation in their home country and in 

Europe had on him, and to learn interesting, hitherto unknown documents and information from 

Polish archives and libraries. 

The reason for taking up this research topic was the conviction that the full and 

comprehensive elaboration of Casimiro Eiger's achievements, life and activities, as well as 

examining its impact on Colombian literature and art of the second half of the 20th century may 

contribute to a better understanding of the contribution of Poles to the political, social and cultural 

life of Latin American countries. In addition, I believe that my research effort related to the 

documentation of Eiger's war wandering brings a new perspective on migration during World War 

II. 

The research making up the dissertation is based on archival and library queries carried out 

in Poland and Colombia, on the search and selection of recordings in phonographic collections of 

libraries and radio stations in both countries, and on conducting interviews with people who knew 

Kazimierz Eiger as well as art historians, who dealt with his work and the period of history in which 

he was active. 


